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Lesson Plan Title:_________Pinch Me I’m a Turtle____________________  Length:________4 days________________________ 

 

Note: Before you plan and write art experiences; pre-assess your students based on the proposed concepts, enduring understandings, and objectives 

of the unit/lesson(s). You may also gather this information from (previous) teachers, by reviewing already completed art work, consulting curriculum 

materials, etc., to get a better understanding of what content students already know and what they will need to know to be successful. 

 
Pre-Assessment:  
This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/enduring understandings/objectives of the lesson. 

(Hint: turn these into questions.) Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge. 

 

I will ask the students to sing the primary and secondary songs and then ask them which colors mix to make secondary colors. I will also ask them 

who has worked with Play-doh. They will each be given a small round piece of pottery clay to experiment with making a pinch pot and coils. 

 

 
Performance: 
What will students accomplish as a result of this lesson? This can be presented to students in the form of a story. In this narrative the students take on a role and create a learning product about a specific topic for a 
certain audience. (RAFT – Role / Audience / Format / Topic) 

Role: Artist 

Audience: Museum Director 

Format: Clay Pinch Pot 

Topic: The museum needs a large variety of turtle examples to show to visitors. Since there are around 300 different turtles on earth, the museum 

would appreciate your help in having clay turtles to display to represent the wide number of turtles. 

 

 

 
Concepts: 
List the big ideas students will be introduced to in the lesson. These ideas are universal, timeless and transferrable. Examples of concepts used in art might include: Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, 

Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, and Observation Look for concepts in the standards, content 

specific curriculum, etc. 

 

Form, shape, texture, medium/materials, symbolism, personal significance, technique, colors 

 

 

 
Enduring Understanding (s): 
Enduring Understandings show a relationship between two or more concepts; connected with an active verb. The best enduring understandings not only link two or more concepts; but demonstrate why this relationship 

is important. Like concepts, they are timeless, transferrable and universal. Align Standards, Prepared Graduate Competencies (PGCs) and Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) to Enduring Understandings.  

 

Technique of manipulation of materials produces form and shape where knowledge of medium occurs. 

Application of texture and colors construct symbolism which conveys personal significance. 
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Standards: (All lessons should address all standards.) 

1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend 

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect  

3. Invent and Discover to Create 

4. Relate and Connect to Transfer 

 
Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets: 
Objectives describe a learning experience with a condition → behavior (measurable) → criterion. Aligned to: Bloom’s – Standards – GLEs - Art learning and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  

Should be written as: Objective.  (Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____ -Art learning: _____ -Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology) 

 

Students will be able to: 
1. By watching a demonstration and talking about how art can tell a story, SWBAT define and visualize a clay turtle of their own making. (Bloom’s: 

Remembering/Understanding – Standard 1: Observe and learn to comprehend – GLE: Art represents and renders the stories of people, places, or things – Art 

Learning: Concepts/Ideation/Materials/Technique) 

 

2. By talking about and critiquing their self-portrait and other student’s turtles, SWBAT compare and evaluate other student’s turtles and any texture and color used to 

decorate it. (Bloom’s: Evaluating/Analyzing/Understanding – Standard 2: Envision and Critique to Reflect – GLE: Visual arts provide opportunities to respond to 

personal works of art and the art of others – Art Learning: Reflection/Assessment/Expressive Features) 

 

3. By working with a new material and techniques, SWBAT learn to build clay turtles in the pinch pot method. SWBAT express their personality using symbolism of a 

turtle and decorating of texture and colors to express a self-portrait and feelings. (Bloom’s: Analyzing/Creating – Standard 3: Invent and Discover to Create – GLE: 

Create art to communicate ideas, feelings, or emotions – Art Learning: Materials/Technique/Culture) 

 

4. Discuss reasons for choosing texture, colors and shape of their turtles and why it symbolizes themselves. (Bloom’s: Analyzing/Evaluating/Remembering – Standard 

4:Relate and Connect to Transfer – GLE: Visual arts relate experiences to self, family, and friends – Art Learning: Materials/Technique/Culture) 

 

 

 
Differentiation:   
Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth 

beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. 

Differentiation: 
(Multiple means for students to access content and 
multiple modes for student to express understanding.) 

Access (Resources and/or Process) Expression (Products and/or Performance) 

For the student who is unable to work the clay with their own 

hands, I will help them with the various pieces so they can still 

slip and score the pieces onto the clay body. 

By doing this, students can still learn how to manipulate clay 

and form a sculpture therefore giving it personal 

significance. 

 

Extensions for depth and complexity: Access (Resources and/or Process) Expression (Products and/or Performance) 

For the students who are able to excel at the task of making the 

clay turtle, I will encourage them to incise patterns or add more 

clay pieces onto the turtle to give it more dimensions. 

Accelerated students can add more meaning and personal 

significance to their sculptures with cut into patterns and 

added 3 dimensional aspects.  
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Literacy: 
List terms (vocabulary) specific to the topic that students will be introduced to in the lesson and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson. 

 

Slip and score, pinch, carve or incise, bisque-ware, symbolism, texture, personal significance 

 

 

 
Materials:   
Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format. 
 

 Pottery clay rolled into balls 

 Acrylic paint 

 Paint brushes 

 Plastic knives 

 Smocks 

 Kiln and firing instructions 

 Examples of finished turtles 

 Storage space to place in progress and completed turtles 

 

 
Resources:   
List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc. Be specific; include title, artist, etc. Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to 

support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format. 

 

 Examples of finished turtles from prior 1
st
 graders 

 Balls of clay I put together for each student 

 

 
Preparation:   
What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format. 

 

 I need to roll balls of clay for each student, approx. 3/4lb 

 Locate and store finished examples of turtles from prior 1
st
 grade students 

 Clear off storage space to place in-progress and completed turtles 

 Make sure there are enough plastic knives for students to experiment cutting clay 

 Confirm the kiln is available for use for bisque firing 
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Safety:  
Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format. 

 

 Students are not to use the plastic knives in a threatening manner 

 Students are not to eat the clay 

 Students will not paint their neighbor 

 Students are not to paint their clothing 

 

 
Action to motivate/Inquiry Questions:   
Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson? What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific 
about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate. Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students. Some ideas might include: telling a 

story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc. 

 

I will show students the turtle examples and ask: 
1. Why is it important to know a subject’s story when discussing works of art? 
2. What are the stories that art tells? Follow-up: how could your art tell a story about you? 

3. How does art make you feel? 

4. How do families celebrate, display, or engage in art? 

Once students have started making the turtles, I will ask: 
1. How do artists make art? 

 

 
Ideation/Inquiry:  
Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry 

questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork. 
 

After showing the students the turtle examples and asking the inquiry questions, I will demonstrate how to cut off or pinch off pieces of clay to be 

used for the head, feet and other designs. I will circle the room helping students as they learn to pinch, roll and coil clay. 

 

 
Instruction:   
Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of what you will teach. Be sure to include approximate time for each activity and instructional methodology: skills, lecture, inquiry, etc. Include motivation and 
ideation/inquiry where appropriate; including what student will understand as a result of the art experience 

Day 

1 

Instruction - The teacher will... (Be specific about what concepts, 

information, understandings, etc. will be taught.) Identify 

instructional methodology. KNOW (Content) and DO (Skill) 

 

1. I will ask students if they have ever played with Play-Doh 

before. I will then have each of them pay with the pottery 

clay and tell me how different or the same it is to Play-Doh. 

Students will also learn to cut the clay with the plastic knife, 

make coils, roll small balls and pinch the clay with their 

fingers. 

Learning - Students will... i.e.: explore ideation by making connections, 

comparing, contrasting; synthesize possibilities for each painting 

technique; etc.  (Be specific about what will be the intended result of the 

instruction as it relates to learning.) UNDERSTAND 

 

 Students will be able to see a clay turtle made by peers and I will 

point out the head, feet and body differences for them to be 

aware of how items can look different 

 By experimenting with the balls of clay, students will gain new 

Time 

 

 

 

 

45 minutes 
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2. The clay they work with will be rolled into big balls again 

and be put back in the bag. 

knowledge of how a medium of a different chemical makeup 

behaves another way than what they have used before 

Day 

2 

 

1. The students will be given their balls of clay again and turn 

them into a pinch pot. I will first remind to cut off a piece of 

clay for the small balls and coil. 

2. They will learn to slip and score the coils and small balls of 

clay onto their pinch pot creating a head, legs and 

decorations. 

3. Students will also be given small sharp pencils to carve in 

patterns and their names. 

 

 

 Having the students start again with the pinch pot will test their 

memory on what skills they learned the previous lesson 

 Students will learn more new vocabulary and techniques when 

attaching the head, feet and other 3-dimensional effects 

 Students will also learn how to make patterns into the clay by 

carving instead of drawing 

 

 

45 minutes 

Day 

3 

 

1. After bisque firing the turtles, students will be given a paint 

palette with the primary colors and encouraged to mix 

colors to create secondary colors. Students will also be 

encouraged to create color patterns on their turtles. 

 

 

 Students will practice their knowledge on primary colors and 

how to mix them to get the secondary colors 

 Students will learn to make patterns with paint this time 

enhancing the patterns carved into the turtles 

 

 

45 minutes 

Day 

4 

1. The now dried turtles will be dispensed to their owners and 

we will conduct a brief assessment of standing next to each 

student and sharing with the class what they learned about 

making the clay turtle or their favorite part of making the 

turtle. 

 

 Students will learn to talk about their art and learn to patiently 

listen while others also share 

 

10-15 minutes 

 
Student reflective/inquiry activity:   
Sample questions and activities (i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview) intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will 
students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and 

grade level expectations of the lesson.) 

 

As students talk about their turtles, I will ask them to describe what they learned about patterns, carving, slipping and scoring or pinching the clay. 

 
Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):   
Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? 

Post-Assessment Instrument: 
How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? 
Include your rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc. 

 

We teachers will stand next to a student on opposite sides of the room and ask them to 

tell us what they learned when making the turtle or their favorite part of making the 

turtle. 

 

Each student should have a clay turtle that is bisque fired and decorated with either 

carved or painted patterns.  

 
Self-Reflection:   
After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize 
assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, 

reteach content, etc.) 
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Appendix: Include all handouts, prompts, written materials, rubrics, etc. that will be given to students. 
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